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Facebook asked to be judged by its performance in 2020.  In this report, we present 
preliminary findings demonstrating that calls for violence - including threats against 
groups and even elected officials, are rampant and unmoderated on parts of their 
platform. 

We found 2,715,842  comments on public Facebook posts, in explicitly political groups, 
that expressed an intention to inflict pain, injury, towards an individual or group.   

This is based on a partial view of the platform, and is limited to US content created 
after September 1st 2020. Therefore, the true number is almost certainly much higher. 

Threats Against Public Figures 

Over 59,853 of these comments threatened elected officials or candidates for public 
office.   

● “A noose for nancy.” 
● “If you see him.  Shoot him or run him over. We will defend you 

and bail you out.  Gates and pelosi too.” 
● “The next time we see SChiff, it should him hanging from a noose. 

#deathforschiff” 

Threats of Post Election Violence 

At least 41,000 appear to call for post election violence.  We found 10,597 comments 
that call for a civil war if Biden is elected. Examples: 

● “If biden and cumalla win the once great nation of America will 
never recover. Lock and load, and get ready for war if you want 
to save your country!” 

● “Biden wins there will be a Civil War because I’ll take a bullet” 
● “Biden won't win, PERIOD! AND...We Americans are locked and 

loaded. 
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Estimated Reach  

The total audience for the groups exceeds 200 million, with a minimum unique 
membership of 20 million.  Groups are far more prominent in people’s feeds than 
page posts, so the number of views could far exceed that of many mainstream 
sources . 1

Political Valence of Violent Intent 

We classified each group according to political leanings.  Overwhelmingly, the violent 
language and threats come from the right side of the spectrum .  2

 

Conclusion 

Facebook, despite almost limitless resources, has by negligence contributed to 
normalization of political violence, even as the Justice department issues warnings 
about the post-election  civil unrest . 3

1. No evidence of a manual or machine process to remove such comments. 
2. Individual users posted threats hundreds of times across the same or different 

groups with no observed consequence.  One user called for lynchings on 168 
individual occasions. 

3. Almost all of the violent comments were identifiable with an existing, open 
source technology with almost no false positives. 

1 https://buffer.com/library/facebook-news-feed-algorithm/ 
2 There are only a handful of groups that can be described as “centrist.”  They tend to be small and local. 
We also excluded groups  
3 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/fbi-election-poll-watchers/2020/10/02/6d482f48-0
414-11eb-a2db-417cddf4816a_story.html 

 



 

There appears to be no functional process for moderation.  We believe this is 
essentially a solved machine learning problem and are genuinely mystified why 
Facebook has not applied existing technology. 

We struggle to find a reasonable explanation for our observation that the following 
exact comments  can and were posted hundreds - even thousands of times: 

● “kill them” (45,765) 
● “shoot them” (50,585) 
● “kill them all.” (5,401) 
● “hang him” (19,282) 
● “shoot the fucker” (549) 

These are verbatim examples - not selections from longer comments.  Each one was 
posted by one or many people hundreds of times in the past month. 

Capacity 

Following outreach by Reuters, the count of comments demonstrating violent intent 
dropped precipitously.  

 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-facebook-focus/thousands-of-facebook-groups-buzzed-with-calls-for-violence-ahead-of-u-s-election-idUSKBN27M2UN


 

This raises the question, why did they not take such action previously? Why did a 
company with such tremendous assets, claiming such close attention to this precise 
problem require a media report to take action? 

 

 

Recommendations 

1. Facebook must take urgent action to remove incitements to violence before 
election day. 

2. Elected officials should communicate to the public that Facebook is not the 
guardian of speech, but of intimidation and the rhetoric of right wing political 
violence. 

3. Congress should demand a full accounting of how this failure occurred. 
4. Law enforcement should be informed of threats against public figures. 
5. Should civil unrest occur following the election that leads to loss of life, 

Facebook’s role should be closely scrutinized. 
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